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Meetings


March meeting

The sixth indoor meeting of session 152 will take place on Thursday 11th March 2010 at 7.30 pm in the Gregory Building, University of Glasgow, Lilybank Gardens. 

Dr Clark Fenton, 

Imperial College, London

will talk on

Earthquakes in Unusual Places: 'Stable' Craton Tectonics

The majority of earthquakes are relatively well-behaved and occur where we would expect, along plate margins where contemporary crustal deformation is concentrated.  However, a small but significant number of damaging earthquakes occur in regions far from plate boundaries, including Precambrian shields, which would normally be considered aseismic.  The sources of these earthquakes are often cryptic, having no prior surface expression, making the identification of potentially active structures very difficult, if not impossible.   These events have recurrence intervals in excess of 105 years and in some cases occur on faults that show no evidence for brittle behaviour in the last billion years!  The occurrence of such earthquakes poses a major problem for seismic hazard assessment and consequently safe civil engineering design.  Exceptionally long recurrence intervals and a lack of surface expression means that such events are often not preserved in the geological record.  Thus, ‘traditional’ palaeoseismic techniques are often of little use.  However, by studying the surface effects of recent surface faulting earthquakes in stable continental interiors and also detailed analysis of intraplate seismicity allows an insight into the seismotectonics of ‘stable’ plate interiors.

April meeting



 Joint Celebrity Lecture

The penultimate indoor meeting of session 152 will take place on Thursday 8th April 2010 at 7.30 pm in the Gregory Building, University of Glasgow, Lilybank Gardens and is the occasion of the joint lecture with the Edinburgh Geological Society.

Professor Peter Westbroek

Universiteit Leiden, The Netherlands

will talk on

Earth - from global menaces to planetary hope.

Global heating, overpopulation, exhaustion of natural resources, globalization ... all these problems are connected and affect the Earth at large.  The world leaders pull their levers, but, whatever they do, things only get worse.  An epidemic of global fear is spreading and already shows its ugly face in outbreaks of intolerance, fundamentalism, and xenophobia.  This fear is the worst of all our predicaments.  What we need is an inner light, an attitude of detachment, a balanced state of mind.  This, I argue, is what geology can bring about.  Through our science we can gaze into the abyss of time, fathom the depth of our roots, witness the immense creativity of emergence, and admire the majestic odyssey of our planet’s history.  Geology is a neglected treasure trove bringing admiration for this planet and confidence in ourselves.  Its method is universal and its results are open to everybody.  Thanks to geology we are in a position to overcome our fears, properly address the problems ahead and experience our life as a unique adventure.

May meeting



 Members’ Night

Our final indoor meeting on Thursday 13th May is an opportunity for members to share their knowledge and experience with us all.  We encourage you to show us the fruits of your research, your observations or your holiday photographs.  A form is available on the website, or email or write to the Hon. Secretary with details and requirements.  The short talks will begin at 7.30 in the Gregory Building lecture theatre and there will be displays in the ground floor laboratory.  Doors will be open from 6 pm and, as usual, the library will be available.

Notices

Council Members for session 151

Following the AGM in December and the election of new Council members, Council comprises:

President


Margaret Donnelly

Vice President


Alan Owen

Hon. Secretary


Iain Allison 

Treasurer


Michael Pell

Membership Sec.

Robin Painter

Minutes Secretary

Margaret Greene

Meetings Secretary

Jim Morrison

Publications Secretary

Muriel Alexander

Librarian


Chris Burton


Asst.Librarian&Hon.Archivist
Seonaid Leishman

Proceedings Editor

Margaret Donnelly

Publicity


Neil Clark (web) and Robin Painter (meetings etc.)

Excursion Sec.


Jim Martin

Excursion Sec. (Residential)
David McCulloch

Rockwatch Rep.

Katerina Braun

Junior Member


Robert Jamieson 

Journal Editors


Colin Braithwaite and Brian Bell

Ordinary members

Barbara Balfour, Mina Cummings, Emma Fairley, Charles Leslie

Independent examiner

Beth Diamond

Subscriptions:

Thank you to all those members who have renewed their subscriptions for the current Session. A separate reminder note accompanies this billet for those who have yet to renew their subscriptions. 

If you require to set up a Bankers Standing Order as your routine method for future payments (which is the Society's preferred arrangement), please notify the Membership Secretary.

Address changes:   The Society maintains the only mailing list of Society members* and any changes should be sent by post or e-mail or communicated by telephone to the Membership Secretary. Please also keep us up to date if you change your e-mail address as increasingly we communicate with many of our members in this way.

* Labels for all mailings, including the Scottish Journal of Geology are produced by the Society from Society records.

Membership Card:  The membership card which you should have received with an earlier billet not only gives information on the lecture programme, but can also be used to provide proof of membership when necessary. 

To validate it you need to add your name and reference number, which is printed on the right side of the mailing label used for this billet. The number will also be repeated on the label for the next billet and can be obtained from the Membership Secretary at any time by phone, e-mail or post. 

When joining the University Library, proof of identity e.g. photo driving licence, passport, travel card, matriculation card (through an Adult Education Class) will also be required.

Membership Secretary:  Dr. R A Painter, 1a Alexandra Avenue, Lenzie, GLASGOW G66 5BE

Tel.:-  0141 777 7145:      e-mail:-  gsgmemsec@ntlworld.com

New Members:   We extend a warm welcome to the following new members:-

Mrs C Graham

Glencaple
Dr S Graham

Glencaple
Mrs I Wright

Glasgow

Ms I Jarzebska

Kirkintilloch

Mr C J Dunn

West Kilbride

Miss J Murray

Glasgow

Miss H McCall

Stepps

Miss L S Farnan

Hamilton

Mr A J Macdonald
Clydebank

Mrs G Scotchman
Torphins
Scottish Journal of Geology

As part of the new agreement for publishing the Scottish Journal of Geology Society members eligible to receive the paper version of the Scottish Journal of Geology now have free online access to the full content of the journal, including back issues, via the Lyell Collection.  This involves a one-off, free subscription activation where you select a user name and password.

1) Go to the subscription activation page www.lyellcollection.org/cgi/activate/ibasic and enter your subscriber ID number.  This is your four-digit GSG member number prefixed with the letters GSG; for example, if your GSG membership number is 1004 then your subscriber ID is GSG1004.  You can find your GSG member number from the address label of a recent SJG or billet mailing, or you can contact either myself or Robin Painter,  Membership Secretary, at gsgmemsec@ntlworld.com

2) You will then need to select a username and password which you will use to login and view the journal. Please ensure that you remember what these are!  Once you've completed the subscription activation, you will be able to access the SJG site here sjg.lyellcollection.org or using the link from the main Lyell Collection webpage here www.lyellcollection.org  and the SJG is the 5th title listed..

If you have any problems with access to the Lyell Collection, please let the Hon. Secretary know.

ConocoPhillips Scottish Geological Societies’ Prizes

The winners of this year’s prizes are pupils from Dingwall Academy, Ellon Academy, Perth High School and.  Portree High School.  The winners are those with the highest mark in the Standard Grade, Intermediate II and Higher Geology examinations.  This year there were joint winners for one exam.  Each prize winner receives £100 worth of book tokens and a certificate.

RIGS Groups

The national body UKRIGS has recently changed its name to GeoconservationUK and there is a feeling that the term RIGS requires too much explanation.  Our sub-committees are currently, Geodiversity Argyll & the Islands, Geodiversity Dumfries and Galloway and Strathclyde Geoconservation Group which until a month ago was called Strathclyde RIGS.

Caithness & Sutherland Walking Festival 1-8 May 2010

The Caithness & Sutherland Walking Festival 2010 has a wide range of walks.  Further details at: www.walkcaithness.com or from the Hon Secretary.  They range from the flagstone village of Castletown and coastal walk from Duncansby to John o’ Groats to the rough terrain of Ceannabeinn near Durness and the coast north of Scourie past ‘The’ Scourie dyke.

 

Glasgow University Earth Science Society (GUESS)

The local student society has invited Dr Dougal Jerram, University of Durham, to give a talk on “Volcanoes and their plumbing systems; from Africa to Antarctica.”  This will be in the Gregory Building on Thursday 4th March (one week before our own meeting) at 6.00 pm.  Dr Jerram has his own website at: 

www.dougalearth.com
A further talk organised by GUESS will be given by Dr Iain Stewart whom we regard as one of our own – a Geology & Geography Graduate of the University of Strathclyde – and now a TV personality.  He will be talking about “How Earth made us” on Monday 8th March at 6.00 pm.
Excursions

Day excursions

Details and booking form are enclosed with this billet.  The programme is almost complete but an update will be included in the next billet in early April.

Residential Field Excursion Spring 2010

Dr Brian Bell has agreed to lead a residential field trip to Skye in May inevitably focusing on the Tertiary volcanic rocks.  The dates are virtually certain to be Friday 30 April to Tuesday 4 May- field days being the Saturday, Sunday and Monday.  Prices have yet to be agreed with the hotel.  Transport will probably be by coach, however shared cars may be used if coach hire proves to be too expensive.  At this stage please register your interest in this trip by contacting David McCulloch preferably by emailing him at gsgfieldtrips@tiscali.co.uk (or tel 01360 661130).  David will send you a booking form as soon as it becomes available.  We also hope to arrange a trip in September and details will be available in the next billet.

Ffestiniog Travel tours

Swiss Alps: Geology, scenery and wildlife.  A study tour with Paul Selden and Danny Stockli; 22May-5 June. £2500 from Manchester.
Rocks and scenery of NE England and Scottish Borders: for the Wilmslow Guild Centre for Adult Education, 29 June – 6 July.
Romania: life as it used to be. for the Wilmslow Guild Centre for Adult Education, 23 July-5 Aug.

Details for any of the above from: 01766 772030

Edinburgh Geological Society

All details on their web-site: www.edinburghgeolsoc.org

Highland Geological Society

31st March 7.30pm – Fairways, Castle Heather, Inverness, IV2 6AA


AGM and quiz:  Come and pit your wits against the geological knowledge of our President,


Sinclair Ross….

28th April 7.30 pm – Fairways, Castle Heather, Inverness, IV2 6AA

Understanding the Scottish Landscape by Peter Reynolds (Highland Geological Society)

Peter is a keen climber, caver and walker with experience of the Scottish countryside up close and

personal! This will be a wide ranging lecture, aimed at anyone who has always wanted to know more about the landscape around them.

Next Billet

The next billet will be with you in April.

Dr Iain Allison, Honorary Secretary

The Geological Society of Glasgow, 

c/o Department of Geographical and Earth Sciences,

 Gregory Building, University of Glasgow, 

Glasgow  G12  8QQ

Tel.: 0141 330 4816/4752, Fax.: 0141 330 3661

email: geolsocglas@uk2.net
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